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Faire danser le patrimoine 
First Canadian choreographer to ensure his artistic succession during his lifetime, Fernand 
Nault would have been 100 years old in 2020. A great opportunity to live the unique 
heritage he left us. 
 
To highlight the 100th birth anniversary of the late Choreographer Emeritus Fernand 
Nault, Fonds chorégraphique Fernand Nault, is organizing and coordinating 
commemorative activities, from the 2020-2021 season and beyond.  

 
M. Nault  

graphic novel 
 

PRESENTATION 
Resulting of five years of research and meticulous work, Mr. Nault tells the extraordinary 
and underestimated story of a great Quebec artist. 
 
From World War II to the Iron Curtain, from the White House to the FLQ, including Expo 
67, the life and career of this individual reflect a period of great turmoil spanning almost 
one hundred years of history. It is by anchoring on this social and political context that 
the Work of Fernand Nault takes on its full meaning. 
 
This hybrid graphic novel, halfway between documentary and non-fictional novel, aims to 
be a biography that is both light and touching. Divided into a series of short snapshots, 
the book brings together drawings, photography and archival documents. 
 
A true summary of the twentieth century, from the years 1920 to 2006, this writing pays 
tribute to an art, a culture, a society. 
 
Author of the famous ballets Carmina Burana and Tommy and, above all, The Nutcracker 
who has sold out for over 60 years, recipient of the Centenary Medal in 1967, of the Order 
of Canada, of the Governor General's Award for the Arts, of the prix Denise-Pelletier for 
the performing arts, awarded Chevalier de l'Ordre national du Québec, appointed 
Choreographer Emeritus of Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, Fernand Nault received, 
posthumously, the Medal of the Artisans of the Quiet Revolution. 

 
MAIN CHARACTERS 
Fernand Nault: subject of the book 
André Laprise: narrator, assistant, sole trustee of the choreographer 
Claude Mireault: narrator, goddaughter of Fernand Nault. 

 
TARGETED AUDIENCE 
Comic book reader, curious, passionate about dance, scholarly historian, 9 to 99 years 
old. Accessible work, published in paper format and eventually in electronic version. 
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SYNOPSIS1 
We are in 1925, in the living room, Fernand is playing mimes with his family. His mother, 
kneeling on the carpet, reminds him of the Virgin Mary and he makes her a halo above 
her head. Ecstatic, she promises to make a him priest, that's for sure. But Fernand 
discovers musicals at the high-class cinema on rue Ste-Catherine. It's decided. Later, he 
will put on a leotard. Not the cassock. 
 
Fernand was promised to the priesthood. He was not unhappy, he who was so spiritual. 
One day, he discovered musicals and his whole world changed: he developed a passion 
for dance. 
 
In 1938, when you are a boy, dancing is not just sinning, "it was shameful" Fernand 
repeated to himself. He also understood that something else was hatching within and that 
he would never be accepted. "It was his only flaw," her mother said tenderly. So he left. 
 
He signed a six-week contract with the American Ballet Theater (ABT) in New York. He 
returned 20 years later! He got to know the stars of dance, began to speak English, 
traveled the world and "ate rabbits like the ones in Outremont," his niece recalls with a 
laugh. 
 
Mr. Nault had a prodigious memory. One day, while on tour in Brussels with the American 
Ballet Theater, a fire destroys the truck in which are all the costumes, sets and sheets of 
the ballet they are presenting. They are ruined. The director, in despair, is about to cancel 
the European tour at the risk of bankrupting her company. Even if they could renew the 
costumes and sets, the partitions are irreplaceable. "Not necessarily," says Mr. Nault, "I 
remember them." And it is from memory that he conducted the orchestra and had the 
dancers rehearse, thus saving the tour. 
 
From this moment on, Mr. Nault's reputation is made. When he left ABT to join Les Grands 
Ballets Canadiens, Balanchine, then director, told him that he could take any ballet he 
could remember with him. It was a great gift because, of course, Mr. Nault remembered 
everything. 
 
He danced and choreographed his entire life, until Parkinson's disease got the best of him 
many years later. It was then that his niece brought him one last time to see his Nutcracker 
at Place des Arts. During the two hours of the show, he stops shaking. One hand raised in 
the air, he gently beats time, his eyes riveted on the stage. Two days later, the day before 
his birthday, December 26th, 2006, Fernand Nault passed away, leaving a unique legacy. 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
1 Free translation 
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AUTHORS 
Catherine et Kerry-Anne Saouter,  
Cas & Kas 
Mother and daughter. One on the 
drawing, the other on the scenario. One 
is a professor in semiology of the image, 
a graduate of the Beaux-Arts in Bordeaux 
and passionate about drawings. The 
other content researcher, York 
University graduate with documentary 
profile and former youth dancer. One 
lives in Montreal, the other in Scotland. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Photo ©Marc Miller - Cas & Kas  

 
 

CALENDAR 
Project  2015   
Research 2015-2017 
Writing 2017-2020 
Editing  2021 
Funding 2021 
Release 2021 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Photo ©Kerry-Anne Saouter

FORMAT  
Narrative non-fiction graphic novel.  
Linear story made up of jumps in time and all over the world.  
90 pages + Bibliography 
 
 

REALISATION BUDGET 
Post    Cost          Collaborations          Financial help          Sponsorship 
          
Conception  10 000   2 000               8 000            
Doc. Reproduction        7 500   2 500           5 000 
Rights release    5 500   2 500                        3 000 
Direct expenses   6 500   1 500           5 000 
Total                29 500   8 500   8 000        13 000 

 
 
Support (financial aid/sponsorship) 
 Association request 
 Donation to Faire danser le patrimoine 
 Sponsor an activity a project of your choice 

mailto:info@fcfn.ca
https://fcfn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FN-100e-Association-request-ang.-1.pdf
https://fcfn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FN-100e-Association-request-ang.-1.pdf
https://app.simplyk.io/fr/donation-form/c56a166e-320b-4bc4-bf16-1eb52c408583
https://www.simplyk.io/ticketing/5fb835ed1db9470029f3e828
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CONTACT 
 
Kerry-Anne Saouter, Author, text  
60/5 Bath Street Edinburgh, 
Scotland EH15 1HF,  
UNITED KINGDOM    
azsaouter@hotmail.com  
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Catherine Saouter, Author, drawing  
7538 Des Écores Montréal,  
Québec H2E 2W4  
CANADA 
saouter.catherine@uqam.ca  
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André Laprise, Trustee, advisor 
521, rue de Cannes # 303, Gatineau,  
Québec J8V 0C3  
CANADA 
info@fcnf.ca 
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